








“Access For All,
ShareAFare, EcoAware”

UniCab’s founder, Chris Burrell is a pioneering consultant
on social enterprise funding for charities and non-profit
organisations, specialising in universal design clean-air
vehicles and integrated public transport.

UniCab, “the taxi of tomorrow”, has some pretty
impressive features including:

NYC UNICAB — CAB OF THE FUTURE @C @

e fully electric vehicle providing a cleaner ride

e wide sliding doors & ramps for easy access
and a safer solution for cyclists and pedestrians

e 6 seater cabs and room for up to 3 wheelchair
users at a time

e Features destination and passenger vacancies
meaning passengers can share cabs to reduce
waiting times and provide a “cleaner” solution for
the environment

e  With glass panels and innovative design, each
cab provides a great view of the city

Visit thetaxioftomorrow.com
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Local Stories

Police, immigration officers crackdown
on Brisbane taxi drivers

2010-06-1111:20:00, sify.com

Police in the Ann St, Fortitude Valley of Brisbane have launched
a major crackdown on taxis and their drivers, most of them of
Indian origin.

According to The Courier-Mail, dozens of officers closed down
parts of Fortitude Valley after 7 p.m. Thursday, in a major
operation targeting defective vehicles, breathalysing drivers and
reviewing immigration details.

A spokesman for the Department of Transport said on Thursday
night that four transport officers had joined the operation to check
for defective vehicles and to verify taxi licences. Immigration

officers were also on the scene, checking the visa status of drivers.

The crackdown comes only days after hundreds of drivers

held protests at Brisbane Airport over working conditions. Their
complaints included inadequate waiting zones at Brisbane Airport
and alleged rough handling by both federal and Queensland
police.

Within hours of the operation beginning, officers had put at

least one driver off the road for a defective vehicle. The seven-
hour operation also targeted heavy vehicles using the nightclub
precinct. Five days ago, about 45 Indian cabbies staged a protest
at Brisbane International Airport over discrimination by the
authorities.

Protests spread from the airport into the city and the Normanby
Hotel as drivers locked their cabs and refused to take passengers.

A driver who contacted The Courier-Mail then said they were
“protesting about everything”.

“Parking fickets are being issued if we stop against yellow lines
waiting our turn in the queue and Indian drivers are being
disadvantaged,” he said.

“Anytime we do the slightest thing wrong we're reported to
supervisors. It's unfair.”

He alleged an Australian Federal Police officer physically pushed
a driver when he refused to move on. The driver said cabbies
were also fed up with being soft targets for criminals with three of

them robbed or assaulted on the weekend. In the worst attack at
Albion in Brisbane’s inner north, a driver was hit in the face with
an iron bar.

Police have released security images of the offender in the hope
of identifying the man. Sunday night's strike at Brisbane Airport
involved hundreds of drivers and was sparked by accusations of
police violence and anger over unfair traffic infringements.

Hundreds of passengers looking to go home were left stranded
when drivers from Yellow Cabs and Black and White Cabs refused
to work.

The mob of frustrated taxi drivers complained police were moving
them on from the “taxi call forward area” off Moreton Drive and
booking them when they parked against yellow lines while
waiting for a spot in the line. Brisbane Airport transport services
manager Fiona McKenna then had the drivers to move on and
said she would meet with them. (ANI)

Canberra Prepares For Rise in Taxi Fares

Submitted by Kohia Dennison on Mon, 06/21/2010 - 18:31;
fopnews.net.nz

July 12010 will see a hike in the taxi fares in Canberra by almost
2.48%. Detailing the prices, it has been announced that the flag-
fall for the usual hiring of the taxi will augment to $4.50, and the
rate per kilometer from 6 a.m. and 9 p.m. will increase to $1.80,
during the weekends.

At all other times, the kilometer price has been fixed to $2.07.

A submission by the Canberra Taxi Industry Association (CTIA)

led to these rises in the fares of taxis, and was announced by the
Chief Minister, Jon Stanhope.

Also, an independent consultant was confirmed and verified for
this rise in fares, before any step was taken. This hike will be put
over at the cost of labor, LPG, the interest rates, insurances, and
various other expenses that are in concern with the functions of a
taxi.

Mr. Stanhope added, “Taxi fares have historically increased from
1July each year, covering the rise in the everyday expenses of
running taxi services. The increase in fares allows taxi operators
to earn a reasonable income and sufficient revenue to cover their
costs, without increasing taxi fares to the point where use of the
service is discouraged”.
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International Stories

Suncorp, Hypercom and Live TaxiEpay
Strengthen Position in the Taxi Vertical

Innovators Deploying 3,500+ Hypercom Optimum M4230 Systems
in Sydney and Melbourne

MELBOURNE, Australia & SCOTTSDALE, Ariz., Jun 08, 2010 (BUSINESS
WIRE) -- Hypercom Corporation (HYC 4.79, +0.01, +0.21%) today
announced that Suncorp and Live TaxiEpay will supply Hypercom
Optimum M4230 mobile payment terminals to more than 3,500
taxis transporting over 110,000 customers per day. The rollout is
already under way in Sydney and Melbourne and is expected to be
completed within the next six to 12 months.

“Our Live TaxiEpay system with Hypercom is one of the leading taxi
payments solutions that allow taxi operators and drivers to get paid
more frequently and directly for their work and gain a percentage of
the card transaction service fee, improving industry cash flow. Live
TaxiEpay also allows drivers and operators to receive cash for their
transactions or have funds directed straight to their bank account.
This innovative and compelling value proposition has created strong
and growing demand from drivers across the country,” said Tom
Varga, CEO, the Live Group.

Unlike competitor systems, the Live TaxiEpay solution also gives

taxi operators and drivers the ability to cash in their vouchers at
exchange centers such as service stations, without being charged a
commission. Drivers can also relax at Live Group’s dedicated driver
lounges where free coffee, free internet and Foxtel is available.

“We bring the widest array of payment solutions to the market
backed by the industry’s strongest security, and we do it with leading
financial institutions like Suncorp and innovators like Live TaxiEpay,”
said Jacques-Herve Maupin, Managing Director, Hypercom Asia
Pacific. “With this rollout, we bring more choice to the market and
strengthen our footprint in the region and in the transportation
sector.”

Hypercom'’s high-performance, PCI-PED-approved M4230 features
long-range GPRS with dial back-up, the industry’s top security
certification, 32-bit multi-application processing for maximum
transaction speed and 24MB memory that is two to three times
larger than similar products to accommodate value-added
applications.

Dodging bullets in Bangkok:
A taxi driver’s story

By Ramy Inocencio,
for CNN | May 21, 2010
Updated 0456 GMT
(1256 HKT)

Bangkok, Thailand (CNN)
- Weerachai Khonlar was
ferrying passengers to

a Buddhist temple in the
protest zone in Bangkok when shots rang out.

One bullet pierced the fiberglass on the front wheel of his royal blue
Honda R125, the other barreled straight through his seat and into the
storage compartment.Khonlar's passenger jumped off, as did the
wiry 37-year-old taxi driver.

“It's a miracle | survived,” he said. “If | hadn’t jumped off my
motorbike, I'd have been shot twice.”

“My right leg and lower back would have definitely been hit,” said
Khonlar, who does not know who was shooting -- only that the
bullets came from behind.

Khonlar got caught in the crossfire as he neared Wat
Patumwanaram Temple, a Buddhist temple that had been a haven
for thousands of anti-government protesters early in the week. But
Thursday there were a few people there -- and six dead bodies
could be seen. The Thai government moved to evict the protesters on
Tuesday, after they had set up camps in a key downtown district over
the last few weeks. The move triggered riots, fires and intense street
battles.

A dozen buildings -- including a bank, a police station, a local
television station and Thailand’s biggest shopping mall -- were set
ablaze. At least 44 people have been killed in clashes in the last
several weeks, and nearly 400 people were injured, government
officials said.

The current crisis follows a months-long standoff between Thai
authorities and protesters opposed to the government of Prime
Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva. The protesters -- known as the United
Front for Democracy Against Dictatorship (UDD) -- support Thaksin
Shinawatra, who was prime minister from 2001 to 2006, before he
was ousted in a bloodless coup.

On Thursday, Khonlar was waiting for would-be customers walking
out to the intersection. He said his wife and two young sons were
“shocked” to learn about his near-death experience, but he said he
wasn't nervous anymore. “I've gotten used to it. | don't feel scared
today. Besides, | didn‘t die yesterday.”
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Vietnamese taxi driver returns bag
with $26,500

(AP) — 10 hours ago

HANOI, Vietnam — A Vietnamese company says it's lucky an honest
man was driving the taxi cab where a forgetful employee left a bag
with about $26,500 in the back seat. Nguyen Thi Thuy Lien, human
resources officer for Cuu Long Petro Gas Service Transportation JSC
in Ho Chi Minh City, says the passenger left the bag in the cab last
week. It had important documents as well as the money in three
currencies.

The passenger called the cab company after he realized the bag
was missing. The 23-year-old driver, Doan Thanh Xuan, heard the
radio call and returned the bag unopened. He was given a $100
reward from the company and grateful passenger.

The average monthly income in Vietnam is about $80.

Chandigarh Railway station to have
modern prepaid taxi booth

Rajan Walia, TNN, Jun 20, 2010, 05.41am IST; indiatimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Keeping in view the forthcoming Commonwealth
Games and ever-increasing rush of rail passengers, UT
administration has decided to come up with a new and better
equipped prepaid auto-cum-taxi booth at the Chandigarh Railway
Station. The newly-constructed booth would be located at a more apt
location and ensure that passengers can avail the facility in minimum
possible time.

UT STA secretary Vandana Disodia said that a meeting with the
divisional railway manager (DRM) has been scheduled for the
coming week, when the issue would be taken up and new ways
would be worked out to improve commuting services for rail
passengers coming from across the country. ‘It was noticed that the
existing prepaid auto-cum-taxi booth at the railway station was not
easily approachable and too small to accommodate the rush,’ she
added.

The present kiosk is located at a very remote corner outside the
railway station. The STA has been receiving several public complaints
regarding it's slow functioning. Disodia stated that the new prepaid
booth would be much more attractive and better equipped fo receive
national and international tourists.

‘The city is expecting a manifold increase in the number of
international tourists due fo the games. We cannot take any chances.
Any complacency on our part would mean that the tourists can get
easily duped by auto-taxi operators,' she said. UT STA would conduct
regular checks fo ensure proper functioning at the booking kiosk.

What about the $700 taxi trip?

Stuff.co.nz, Tracy Watkins 16 June 2010

A former Labour minister says he cannot remember hiring a taxi fo
ferry him from Palmerston North to Wellington at a cost of $700.

As thousands of documents detailing ministerial credit card spending
were published online yesterday, questions over some of the
spending have started to pour in — and they included queries about
list MP Damien O’'Connor’s taxi bill, which he ran up in 2006 after
Wellington Airport was closed by bad weather.

His credit card statement showed that $358.70 was refunded,
although it is not clear whether that was by the taxi company or Mr
O’Connor.

Mr O’Connor said he had no recollection of the trip in question.

“I guess it would be one of those days when the place is chock-a-
block, no rental cars, no buses, whatever.”

In 2007, a number of MPs landed in trouble for using their taxpayer-
funded taxi chits to escape from Ohakea after being stranded there
by a defective aircraft.

National MP Judith Collins and a group of her caucus colleagues
took a $360 taxi ride back to Wellington, while Labour MPs called
transport safety minister Harry Duynhoven and asked him to arrange
for a replacement aircraft to land at Ohakea. Mr O’Connor confirmed
he was not among that group.

More than 16,000 credit card receipts and statements have been
posted online since yesterday afternoon and have already been
viewed 24,000 times.

Their publication follows a storm of controversy over the release of
credit card receipts for Labour ministers dating back to 2003 and
showing some of them used their cards on personal items and ran
up expensive dinner and other bills.

Thousands of comments have been received so far, highlighting
areas where readers think there should be further investigation.
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VHA driver needed weekends and For Sale (Melbourne). Limo wanted (Melbourne).
nights. (Melbourne). Taxi Fairlane. 3 years lease. New shape Caprice.
Please call Paul 0425 720 456. Call 0407 800 713. Call John 0408 345 635.

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO BUY

OR GOT SOMETHING TO SELL?

Well, look no

further because WANTED

Live Wire invites all

our members to
advertise right here
for Classifieds should: . .
EE ' * ® Be no more than 50 words in length For more mformahon e t.o send
® ¢ Include contact information of the your advertisement, email

buyer/seller livewire@livepayments.com.au
¢ Include photos if appropriate

¢ Include the buyer/seller location

7= CLASSIFIEDS

* Free advertising for Live TaxiEpay EFTPOS terminal members only. Rates may apply and are subject to change.
Live Wire has the right to refuse advertisements if they contain offensive material or if advertising space is limited.
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lee . . . working together with the industry

b Get the rewards you deserve with the
Live TaxiEpay EFTPOS solution.

e Earn commission now!

¢ No installation fees'.

* No ongoing charges:.

¢ “Real time” credit and
debit card transactions.

e Get cash at participating outlets or
direct to your bank account-.

e Detailed transaction reports.
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